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Saturday 01 April
08h00    Grade 2 Interhouse hockey at Super Park Blue and Red

Wed 05 April
12h00    Hockey Hospitality Marquee opens
18h00    Tennis Alumni Match at BC Tennis Courts

Thu 06 April
08h00    Hockey Hospitality Marquee opens
09h00    Standard Bank Saints Hospitality Marquee opens
10h00    OSA Zone opens
12h00    Live music with ISIKO and Jack Atlantic at the OSA Zone
16h00    Live music with Jaryd Smith at the Standard Bank Saints Hospitality 
	 Marquee
17h00    Ladies Alumni Hocky Match on Super Park Blue
5FM outside broadcast at Hockey Hospitality Marquee during 
Alumni matches
18h00    Mens Alumni Hockey Match on Super Park Blue
19h00    Monthly OSA Club Draw at OSA Zone
19h30    Dale Schnettler from Prime Circle – Drumming Experience at the 
	 OSA Zone

Friday 07 April
07h45    Good Friday Service in the Chapel

Saturday 08 April
08h00    Hockey Hospitality Marquee opens
09h00    Standard Bank Saints Hospitality Marquee opens
09h00    5FM Top 40 Broadcast with Nick Archibald at the 5FM Tent
10h00    OSA Zone opens
10h00    Netball Alumni match on the GC courts including 5FM players
12h00    Tennis Prize Giving at the BC Tennis Courts
14h00    Live music with DJ Siann, Will Linley, James Deacon and Jack 
	 Atlantic at the OSA Zone
15h00    5FM at the OSA Zone
16h00    Old Boys Rugby Match on Baytopp Field
19h30    Sporting Tour Fundraiser Draw at Hockey Hospitality Marquee
20h00    The Two Timers live music at the Standard Bank Saints Hospitality 
	 Marquee

Sunday 09 April
09h00    Easter service at Chapel with a children’s ministry

Monday 10 April
08h00    Hockey Hospitality Marquee opens
09h00    Standard Bank Saints Hospitality Marquee opens
08h30    Fun Run at the Chapel
08h30    Squash Alumni matches at the Squash Courts
09h30    Ladies Alumni Football match on Ridgway 1
10h00    OSA Zone opens
10h30    Mens Alumni Football match on Jamieson 2
12h00    Rugby Alumni match on Jamieson 1

WHAT’S ON?



It is always a pleasure to offer a welcome 
to our SportsFest but this year there is a 
special layer of excitement. 2023 marks 

the 70th anniversary of the founding of the 
College. The first Rugby Festival, as it was 
then, was held over Easter in 1984 and 
was the brainchild of Boys’ College staff 
members Piet van Tonder and Eric van der 
Westhuizen, who had seen the success of 
the Prince Edward Festival in Harare. It is 
wonderful how innovative ideas travel and 
flourish, and I know there will be a great deal 
of shared learning and inspiration over the 
2023 Festival. 

The shape and size of the Festival has 
grown beyond anything that could have 
been imagined by Piet and Eric, and we 
acknowledge their legacy. We celebrate that, 
even though SportsFest has grown into the 
extraordinary event that it is today, we still 
hold fast to the original intention as described 
by Walter Macfarlane in his school history, 
To Serve the Future Hour: “…it provided 
an opportunity for schools who would not 
normally encounter one another on the rugby 
field (now many fields and courts), to do so. 
The emphasis was on the joy of playing: there 
was no ‘best team’.” This is the 39th year of 
the College Festival, excluding 2020.  

This is why we are here, for the ‘joy of 
playing.’ That sense of joy fits well with the 
College theme for 2023, a ‘Legacy of Happy 
Fulfilment’. Those words are on the Chapel 

foundation stone and mark the fulfilment by 
the Trustees of the commitment to found St 
Stithians. Now, we see these words not as an 
end point but as the beginning of a call to 
continue to be a school of ‘Happy Fulfilment’ 
by ensuring equal opportunity for one and all 
to thrive in their unique way.  

You will have abundant opportunities as 
participants or spectators to feel the joy and 
uniting power of sport. The players will dig 
deep to win their games but more than that, 
they will learn about themselves and how 
they can stretch themselves. Some will win, 
and by the nature of sport, some will lose, but 
all will come away enriched.  

WELCOME FROM THE RECTOR



Celeste Gilardi
Rector

College Fest Captains/Representatives (from left to right):
Trusha Mphaphuli (Football), Kyra-Lee Freeman (Hockey), Caitlyn Bosman (Football), Onthatile Keikelame (Netball), 
Megan Archibald (Netball), Lilli Schoepflin (Hockey), Dr Sally James (Head: St Stithians Girls’ College), Mrs Jacqui 
Matlala (Saints SportsFest Committee Chair), Mrs Celeste Gilardi (Rector: St Stithians College), Mr David du Toit 
(Head: St Stithians Boys’ College), Connor Doig (Tennis), Taine Tanner- Ellis (Hockey), Gary Chapman (Squash), and 
Byron Grobler (Rugby). (Absent: Girls’ College Squash and Tennis reps on tour)

We have a very full programme, starting with 
the Prep Festival on 30, 31 March and 01 
April.  

There are over 100 teams from 60 
schools with over 1000 participants. The 
Prep teams will be playing netball, rugby, 
squash, and tennis. This is the first time the 
Grade 2s will be playing Interhouse Hockey 
on the Astros on Saturday, 1 April 2023 from 
08h00 – 10h00. 

The College Festival runs on 5, 6, 8 and 10 
April. There are 88 teams from 87 schools, 
with over 1100 participants. The Thandulwazi 
Maths & Science Academy are part of the 
College Festival, and this year are fielding 
both a boys’ and a girls’ football team (2022 
was boys’ only). This year marks the 10th 
anniversary of tennis as part of the Festival.  

As a Methodist school, we are mindful that 
the Festival takes place over the Easter 
weekend and we welcome all members of 
any denomination to join us at our services.
Good Friday: Easter Services will be held in 
the Chapel from 07h45 – 08h30. 
Easter Sunday: Chapel at 09h00 will include 
a children’s ministry.

It is my sincere wish that this SportsFest 
will be an experience of ‘Happy Fulfilment’ 

for all involved. I look forward to meeting 
you on the side-lines or in the hospitality 
areas. I hope that you enjoy this campus, 
so beautifully maintained by our Ops Team. 
I thank the Festival organising teams at all 
levels for their months of hard work and 
preparation; as well as our many sponsors 
who have helped to shape the Festival into 
the welcoming experience and in particular, 
our headline sponsor, Standard Bank.  

A special thank you to the Rowing Team for 
the efficient and enthusiastic management of 
the extremely busy gates during our Festival.

The fields and courts are 
ready – as American football 
player and coach Paul Bryant 
said: ‘It’s not the will to win 
that matters – everyone has 
that. It’s the will to prepare 
to win that matters.’ We are 
as prepared as we can be – 

let us begin.
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ST STITHIANS SPORTSFEST

ST STITHIANS PREP SPORTSFEST
St Stithians Boys’ Preparatory School
St Stithians Girls’ Preparatory School
Saints Festival
Ashton International College
Bryanston Primary School
Chelsea Preparatory School
Christian Brothers’ College, Boksburg
Egoli Youth Development
Graeme College, Makhanda
HeronBridge Preparatory School
Highbury Preparatory School
King Edward VII Preparatory School
Kingsmead Junior School
Montrose Primary School
Northlands Primary School
Orchards Preparatory School
Penryn Preparatory School
Pridwin Preparatory School
St Andrew’s School for Girls
St Charles Preparatory School
St David’s Marist Inanda Preparatory School
St John’s Boys Preparatory School
St Mary’s School, Waverley
St Mary’s Diocesan School for Girls
St Peter’s Boys Preparatory School
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Steyn City School
The Ridge School
Umhlali Preparatory School
Uplands Preparatory
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Yeoville Boys’ Primary School
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St Charles Prep
St David’s Prep
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St Mary’s, Waverley
St Mary’s DSG
St Peter’s Boys
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St Teresa’s JPS
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The Ridge
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Uplands Prep
Virginia Prep
WHPS
Yeoville PS
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– so that we can all bring our best and win 
together!

It is this spirit of partnership, of teamwork and 
of cooperation towards a clear outcome – to 
win – that defines our relationship with St 
Stithians and our on-going sponsorship of the 
Festival talks to the heart of our people and 
purpose. 

Good luck. If you play fair and hard, and work 
together as a team, you’ll all have won – for 
yourselves, your community and your country. 
These are the values that St Stithians represent. 
They are also the values that Standard Bank 
lives every day. 

Thank you. 

WELCOME

Standard Bank is proud to once again 
be associated with the St Stithians 
Sports Festival. This is our 11th year of 

sponsorship.  

As a bank heavily invested in education in 
South Africa, we recognise the critical role 
sport plays in a well-rounded education and 
fully developed character. Moreover, as a bank 
calling Africa its home and single-mindedly 
committed to the growth of our continent, 
we recognise the role of sport in uniting 
communities.

Just as operating effectively as a team defines 
success in sport, our business at Standard 
Bank is also about relationships. Building the 
relationships with clients, communities and 
even whole countries – 21 of them in Africa, 
in fact – is what defines Standard Bank as a 
business. 

Today, we see ourselves as more than a bank. 
Instead, we see ourselves as an ecosystem 
business. By leveraging our value chains, 
our relationship, our clients, our people, our 
presence across Africa and our skills, we work 
with each and every client and community we 
touch to link them to opportunity and growth 

Craig Polkinghorne
Head Commercial 

Banking,
Standard Bank

prestigious event we can only look back with 
pride and enthusiasm and pay homage to those 
that came before us in planting the seeds of this 
Sports Festival.

With the number of sporting codes that will take 
place including schools participating this year, it 
is my hope and desire that whilst the idea is to 
create excitement, inspiration, friendships, and 
collaboration with others, this will provide us 
with another opportunity to rewrite our history 
by leaving a legacy through sport. We can 
use this SportsFest to tell others good stories 
about this community of belonging. Let’s create 
memories that will last forever as we enjoy the 
SportsFest!

Thank you 

ONE and ALL!  

Jacqui Matlala 
Chair

Saints Sports Festival

The 2023 SAINTS SportsFest is here, and 
I am pleased to welcome you all to this 
much anticipated SportsFest which is 

now in full swing. Building on our success 
and positive energy from last year, there is 
no doubt in my mind that this year will be as 
thrilling and exciting, despite all the challenges. 
We continue to hope for a better year and 
this 2023 SportsFest is a good reminder that 
nothing is impossible. As the saying goes “if 
you can dream it, you can do it”. Therefore, as 
the chairperson of the SportFest and the team, 
as we celebrate the 39 years milestone of this 
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GIRLS’ & BOYS’ FOOTBALL

It is with great pleasure that we welcome 
you to our prestigious St Stithians Sports 

Festival. We are thrilled to have you all here 
as we celebrate sportsmanship, teamwork, 
and healthy competition. 

The sports Festival is a much-anticipated 
event which brings student bodies together 
from different schools to compete in various 
athletic and sporting events. We believe that 
this festival is not just about winning or losing, 
but about promoting a culture of healthy 
competition, teamwork, and sportsmanship. 
The festival is an excellent opportunity for 
students to make new friends, network, 
and build lasting relationships beyond their 
school walls. It is a chance to exchange 
ideas, share experiences and to grow as an 
individual through learning from one another.
 

The football side of the Festival is a must watch! 
We anticipate it to be fiercely contested and to 
see an exciting showcase of skill, strategy, and 
teamwork. There is a great diversity and range 
in experienced and young players which means 
that each team will bring their own unique style 
and tactics to the field. Be sure to expect high 
energy, nail-biting moments with plenty of 
goals as you witness the beauty of this sport 
live in action.

We encourage all students and spectators to 
take advantage of this celebration of sport 
and we wish all participants the best of luck 
throughout the festival.

Go Saints!
Lebohang Mofolo

Saints FC Captain 2023

FOOTBALL FIXTURES
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GIRLS’ & BOYS’ HOCKEY

We have an opportunity to achieve something really 
special this season and as our Saints school motto 

states all for one and one for all, we are a team who truly 
reflects this. We are beyond excited for the 2023 hockey 
season and feel privileged to be starting it off by playing 
with against such incredible teams.  Welcome to Saints Fest 
2023!

Siwe Khumalo & Lilli Schoepflin
Girls’ College Captains

We welcome the teams and supporters 
to St Stithians College and hope you 

thoroughly enjoy your time on our beautiful 
campus.

Taine Tanner-Ellis & Matthew Robinson
Boy’s College Captains

HOCKEY FIXTURES





NETBALL

NETBALL 
FIXTURES

A very warm welcome to the St Stithians 
Festival. We are excited to have you join us 

for an enthralling skilful display of girls’ sports. 
The Girls’ College will host football, hockey, 
squash, and netball over three days, and we 
hope these games will be played in good 
spirits and are competitive. We encourage 
you to support all the codes and to immerse 

yourselves in the high school sport across the 
campus. We thank you all for supporting the 
festival. Your participation is invaluable and can 
only improve the development of girls’ sports.

Ngoza Phiri - Mazarura
Director of Sport

Girls’ College





The St Stithians Sports Festival is and always 
will be a long standing tradition in our 

schools’ proud history and it has showcased so 
many great talents in our Festival over the years. 
It is a huge honour presenting the College on 
this momentous occasion, not only for us but 
for the hundreds of previous players that came 
before us.  The tournament is special in so many 
aspects , not only from a playing perspective 
but contributes hugely towards our Saints 
spirit and growth of our sport codes. Most 
importantly, building everlasting friendships 
and solidifying long lasting relationships for the 
future. Together we are stronger and being part 
of the Saints Sports Festival is very special. The 
Saints Sports Festival team 2023 will give it all 
we have, the boys are excited 
and we are ready to leave the 
jersey in a better place than 
before.
 

RUGBY

RUGBY FIXTURES

Byron Grobler
Captain, 

St Stithians 1st Rugby



On behalf of the Stithians Boys’ College tennis 
players and staff, I would like to welcome all 

the visiting players, coaches, managers, parents and 
supporters to the 10th year of tennis at the St Stithians 
Sports Festival. The St Stithians Sports Festival is 
a highlight on the South African school sporting 
calendar, not just for the St Stithians community, but 
for all the schools participating in this prestigious 
event. As a school we are very proud of the stature 
that this Sports Festival has attained over the years. 
Without exception, the opportunity to represent St 
Stithians at the festival is a much sought after goal for 
many students. 
Tennis has a long and distinguished history at St 
Stithians, and I am very proud to be the captain of 
the tennis code this year, especially given that we 
are celebrating the 10th anniversary of tennis at the 
Sports Festival. The captains and players that have 
preceded me have been incredible role models, and 
the 2023 team and myself will do our best to uphold 
the standard that has been set by them. This festival 
gives the players the chance to renew old friendships 
that have been forged on the courts over the years, as 
well as develop new friendships that will take us into 
the years ahead.
Tennis, like many sports, has that unique ability to 
unite us off the court whilst being adversaries on the 
court. 

TENNIS

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the St 
Stithians Sports Festival organising committee, under 
the guidance of the Festival Chair, Mrs Jacqui Matlala 
and her very capable Events Team with Mrs Barbara 
Beauchamp and Mrs Olga Carr at the helm, without 
whom this festival simply would not happen. The 
tennis code is so grateful for your ongoing support 
and interest. 
Tennis at St Stithians would not be the dominant 
sport that it is without the guidance, mentorship, 
coaching and administrative skills of two very special 
gentlemen - Mr Basie Viljoen, the MIC Boys Tennis; 
and Mr Marius Masencamp, coach extraordinaire. We 
cannot thank you enough for the exemplary manner 
in which you guide the tennis code year in and year 
out, and as players we are truly humbled to have 
the guidance of people such as yourselves. I would 
also like to thank the Parents Committee for all their 
hard work in assisting the school in preparing for 
the festival, as well as their work during the festival 
weekend. 
Wishing all players the best of luck this weekend - 
play hard, have fun, learn a lot and represent your 
school, and the sport we love, with pride. 

Connor Doig 
Tennis Captain 2023

TENNIS 
FIXTURES



Squash at the St Stithians Sports Festival is 
a highlight of the school squash calendar. 

With 16 schools competing, travelling from 
all around the country, in both Girls and Boys 
sections, the competition and determination 
between teams has always entertained with 
high level squash matches. The experience 
and enjoyment gained through the enthralling 
squash matches has always created a squash 
centre that really buzzes for the duration of the 
Festival.

Without the participation of the other schools 
in the Festival, it would not be the success it 
has been over the last few years. We are all so 
grateful for the dedication and commitment of 
all squash teams and coaches to keep a high 
level of squash at the Festival.

We also recognize the hard work that Festival 
organisers, operations, sports staff, sponsors 
and all other support staff have put into the 
tournament to make it a success. The amount 
of time and work that is necessary to set up and 
run an event of this size is immense.

BOYS’ & GIRLS’ SQUASH

SQUASH FIXTURES

Finally, we are very grateful for the dedication 
and support of Mike Bester - the Boys’ 
College squash coach, and Cheyna Wood – 
the Girls’ College squash coach. Their hard 
work and attention to detail when training us 
and organising and managing this event has 
ensured this Festival has always been a huge 
success, and brings out the best performance 
in all the players.

Gary Chapman and Onelisa Majova
Squash Captains 2023
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Our Services

and Academic Enrichment

Interview
Preparation

Meet us at the Crimson gazebo to enter our exclusive St. Stithian's 
Rugby Festival competition and win a Crimson Careers virtual 
work experience programme with leading global companies incl. 
Ferrari, Uber, PwC, YCombinator and more! Worth R55,890

Contact us for a free 
candidacy assessment!

4,5X4,5X
Crimson students are 4,5X on average more 
likely to get accepted to their dream university. 
Crimson students gain offers to the Ivy League, 
Oxbridge and top universities at between 2-10x 
the rate of the general applicant.
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FOOD

Rugby

20
23

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

STANDARD BANK SAINTS HOSPITALITY MARQUEE

R150 per person daily
Pay at the Marquee
No pre-booking neccesary
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2,5km  |  5km  |  10km

Bring the whole family!

No Animals Permitted

RACE ENTRY is FREE

Festival entrance is R60

10 APRIL ‘23  |  8.30am
Start at the Chapel



Live Music Includes
Thursday:

ISIKO
Jack Atlantic 

Dale Schnettler Drumming experience

Saturday:
Will Linley 

James Deacon 
DJ Sbu 

Dj Siann 
 Where friends meet since 1984
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Our Prep SportsFest is upon us once again 
and with so much fun and  excitement to 
look forward to, it is  as always a special 

and memorable event featuring a number of 
sporting codes including netball, rugby ,squash 
and tennis. 

As before it will be our great pleasure to welcome 
the many visiting schools who will participate 
and compete in the number of planned events 
on this most enjoyable occasion.

Although the festival days will be marked by 
the cheers and excitement from the various 
sporting  activities, overall the event is  a time  
of  great sportsmanship and camaraderie, and 
moreover for having fun ,and for making and 
sharing  memories

Besides all the sounds emanating from the 
sporting fields and  courts, be it the blowing 
of whistles, booting of rugby balls, the racquets 
on balls from the tennis and squash courts,  and 
the hustle and bustle from the netball courts, 
food and drink refreshments for families and 
visitor’s will be offered, making it a festive time  
for all. Nicole Burger

Chair - Saints Prep Sports Festival

WELCOME

Prep Festival Captains/Sports 
Representatives (from left to right):
Mrs Janet Tanner-Ellis (Head of Sport: 
St Stithians Girls’ Preparatory), Leah 
Baker (Squash), Elizabeth Greyling 
(Tennis), Ndzalama Mkhari (Netball), 
Dr Melanie Drake (Head: St Stithians 
Girls’ Preparatory), Mrs Celeste 
Gilardi (Rector: St Stithians College), 
Mr Sanele Majola (Head: St Stithians 
Boys’ Preparatory), Azeem Peer 
(Tennis), James van Tonder (Rugby), 
Finlay Grainger (Rugby), Waldo 
Fourie (Squash), Cayden McNamara 
(Squash), and Mr Craig Taylor 
(Head of Sport: St Stithians Boys’ 
Preparatory)

Parents will again be able to relax in our 
hospitality area or the Old Stithian Association 
Zone.

Some exciting entertainment will be provided, 
shadow ball  will  be bringing  their high quality 
technical products to boost rugby skills. In 
addition, other activities such as beading, slime 
making, galaxy jars, personalized T-shirts and 
hoodies will  ensure  a good time for everyone.

This event as always is only made possible 
through the commitment, dedication and 
involvement of our parents and staff, including 
the support and contributions from our 
numerous sponsors, a huge thank you all.

Wishing everyone 
a fun filled  and 
successful festival 
and that a good 
time is had by one 
and all.



PREP FESTIVAL



PREP FESTIVAL

PREP SQUASH

PREP TENNIS

PREP RUGBY

PREP NETBALL

FOR FIXTURES & INFO ON ALL PREP SPORTS:

Representatives of Grade 2 Hockey Players with Mrs Harris



Introducing Lefika Villas, the all-new upmarket Sun Vacation Club membership at Sun City. 

Nestled in the breathtaking Pilanesberg, Lefika Villas o�er a bespoke luxury experience inspired by African 
heritage and immersed in nature. Lefika Villas is the epitome of a premium retreat, boasting 58 Villas with a 
choice of three or four bedrooms designed with earthly features and well-deserved luxuries.

Lefika Villas invites guests to enjoy an oasis in the heart of history, surrounded by natural splendours.

For more information please visit lefikavillas.co.za

E X P L O R E  T H E  P A S T ,
E N J O Y  W I L D  L U X U R Y .  



BROUGHT TO YOU BY

20
23

MONDAY, 10 APRIL - 08H30
SQUASH
Alumni vs Saints Invitational
Courts 1 - 6

MONDAY, 10 APRIL - 09H30
LADIES FOOTBALL
Ridgway Field 1

MONDAY, 10 APRIL - 10H30
MENS FOOTBALL  
Alumni vs Saints OP’s Team
Jamieson 2 Field

MONDAY, 10 APRIL - 12H00
RUGBY
Saints Old Boys 7’s vs 
Invitational Team 
Jamieson 1 Field

WEDNESDAY, 5 APRIL - 18H00
TENNIS
Alumni Exhibition Match
Courts 1 & 4

THURSDAY, 6TH APRIL - 17H00
LADIES HOCKEY  
Alumni vs Saints Invitational
Super Park Blue

THURSDAY, 6 APRIL - 18H00
MENS HOCKEY 
Alumni vs Saints Invitational
Super Park Blue

SATURDAY, 8 APRIL - 10H00
NETBALL 
Alumni vs Saints Invitational
Girls’ College Netball Courts



Detailed safety tips:

LIGHTNING    WARNING

1 LONG SIREN
ALL CLEAR - 2 SHORTER SIRENS

Security
Security Manager            073 341 2493
24 Hour Security              083 789 1427
 
Medical
Medical Supervisor          079 773 0608
Paramedics                      083 305 6207
Medical Centre                011 577 6425
 
Head of Operations       063 065 0446
Maintenance Manager  063 917 1439

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

20
23

St Stithians Control Room             
081 042 8874
011 577 6332

SAFETY INFORMATION & EMERGENCY CONTACTS


