
2020

 

Know Yourself
Be Yourself
Make Your Contribution

Do all the Good you can
As long as you can
Paraphrase by John Wesley

Inspiring Excellence
Making a World of Difference

Honour God
Honour Others
Honour Self
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Devon Casey - Head Boy 2020

Good afternoon One and All. As we progress into a year that was filled with such promise and potential, 
it is often hard to imagine how one can make the most of what has been a very disruptive year. With the 
interaction of our Saints community and people across the globe, we have been removed from the very 
necessary human interactions that have been underestimated in the past. 

However, I stumbled across a quote by the inspirational Maya Angelou, which reads as follows: “I can be 
changed by what happens to me. But I refuse to be reduced by it.” I believe that these words ring true 
not simply during these times, but also for hereafter. Whether that be today, tomorrow or the future. If 
there is anything my time here at the college has shown me, is how to adapt to life’s situations and how 
to make the most out of every opportunity with which I have been presented. 

Over the course of the past few weeks, I have had the ability to take a drive up to Higher Ground to overlook the campus that 
has given us so much over the years. It was in these moments where I reflected on the true significance of the college which we 
call our home, in all the opportunities and challenges it gives us. Our college over the years has been a foster for a plethora of 
talent and excellence in preparing people for life beyond. Whilst we know that this campus is not perfect and there are some 
shortcomings, the people here are the ones who face challenges head on and work towards bettering our college for all to enjoy 
and cherish. The college has always aimed to be an equal place for all. Events throughout this year have truly brought this goal 
to the fore and sought to bring action in promoting this non-negotiable ideal. Hours of hard work and dedication towards the 
process have been undertaken so that Saints will prevail – for the better; for all. We are all for one and One and All. 

Being in the privileged position of being Head Boy for the year 2020, I had an opportunity to truly see all the hard work that 
goes into maintaining a functioning and thriving college. I would thus like to take this opportunity to thank all the men and 
women for their hard work. From the grounds staff, the finance and administration staff, the cleaners, and the teachers, to the 
parents, the heads of school, the board and the council. I really do thank you for enabling many of us to reach our dreams in 
the future. To my fellow Matrics, peers, brothers, sisters – friends. Thank you for all the memories that we have made during 
our time together. I wish you all the best for the future to come. 

In conclusion, I wish to leave you with a parting message. As we celebrate what is the 67th year of the college as a whole, it 
is important to understand the values on which we live our lives. As a college, we are unified by not only the badge which we 
wear, but the ethos and values we fundamentally cherish. A mentor once told me that to be a person of true character, is to 
stand by the morals and values for which we hold ourselves accountable. In this year of 2020, it is more important than ever 
that we uplift ourselves and those around us to such values. It is in this process that we stand in solidarity with each other. Not 
only as individuals, but as members of this community and South Africa as a whole. Simply: Know yourself, Be yourself, Make 
your Contribution. God bless One and All.

Rutendo Kawelenga - Head Girl 2020

“Resilience is not about being able to bounce back like nothing has happened. Resilience is your consistent resistance to give 
up.” - Janna Cachola

Good morning everyone,

To say that many elements of this year have been disappointing would be an understatement. We’ve all 
experienced loss or anxiety in some form. Looking to the future, I don’t think any of us want to hear the 
word “pandemic” ever again. I’ve certainly come to dislike quite a few terms myself. In fact, I have also 
come to realize how much I hate sugar-coating. To put it bluntly, in many ways this has not been a good 
year. As Matrics, we have lost a lot. From our matric dance, to our last sporting seasons, to 18th birthday 
celebrations, to the loss of privileges such as the matric room. We had plans to make the most of this 
year, knowing that next year we will all be split.  Now we spend the majority of our last couple of lessons 
in high school at home, instead of in class distracting our friends.

It is so easy to get caught up in the disappointment and negativity of it all. But then you hear the loud engines of the BC boys’ 
cars as they zoom past the GC, music blaring. You see the bright white of our new matric jersey’s as they are worn with pride or 
hear the jingling of car keys mid-conversation. As you get out the car to be screened, you hear conversation, laughter, December 
or even University plans being made. That’s when you realize that this year has taken a lot from us, but it has not taken our spirit.

I’ve realized that as a community we are a lot stronger than we give ourselves credit for. I’ve had the amazing opportunity to 
serve as Head Girl for the past year, and it has been brilliant. I’ve met so many new people, grown as a person and I’ve seen 
how much you are all capable of. Whether it be in sports, academics, culture or service, I have seen you all thrive. So let’s not 
let ourselves become victims of this pandemic. You may be struggling, academically Matrics feel as though we are drowning, 
but we won’t let that define us. We will come out of this year better people than we entered it. We will not let this year take 
away our spirit. 

Because at the end of the day, tough times never last. Only tough people last.

BE STRONGER One&All


