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benefited directly, 
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Young intern
teachers 
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still in 
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SOME OF THE CHALLENGES 
FACING SOUTH AFRICAN 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
Poor Mathematics,   

and Science skills
 

Low literacy levels
  

Shortage of skilled teachers
  

Under-resourced schools 

OUR SOLUTION: 
An inclusive programme, where students and teachers 
self-select to attend the Academy

Targeted interventions aimed at improving the quality of 
teaching and learning in gateway subjects

Best practice, innovative teaching, new learning technologies 
and methodologies, and curriculum enrichment

A caring, empowering, confidence-building environment - 
Thandulwazi is “Ubuntu in action”

2021

To change a life and to give a gift 
of educational upliftment visit 
our giving page at 
www.thandulwazi.com
or contact us at 
donations@thandulwazi.com
or at 011 577 6193
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Motivated, quali�ed, 
experienced, 

excellent teachers

Provide those 
teachers with the 

facilities and 
equipment to inspire 

and educate

Add children to a 
class

A Recipe for Excellence in Education has Three Ingredients:

BUT IN THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN 
EDUCATION 
SYSTEM
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South Africa has some of 
the best resourced 

schools in the world; 
there are times when 
those facilities are not 
fully utilised, especially 
weekends. Why not use 
those facilities in the 
available free time to 

offer students access to 
these facilities? 

South Africa has 
numerous motivated, 

qualified, experienced, 
excellent teachers many 

of whom are recently 
retired.  Why not offer 

those teachers an 
opportunity to share 
their expertise with a 

wider audience?
TEACHERS

Source funding to ensure 
that teachers are 

attractively compensated 
for their time and 
expertise and that 
necessary teaching 

resources are readily 
available.

FUNDING

The Thandulwazi 
Maths and Science 
Academy Model

FACILITIES

A THRIVING 
SOUTH AFRICA
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Thandulwazi derives from the isiZulu, meaning 
“the Love of Learning”

The Thandulwazi Trust Maths and Science 
Academy was formally established in 2005 
by St Stithians College as a nation-building 
education programme.  We recognise that 
by providing a greater number of young 
people access to quality education, we 
are providing them with the knowledge 
and skills needed to become active and 
contributing members of our broader South 
African community and economy; and of 
course, effective, well-trained, professional 
Teachers play a critical role if this goal is to 
be achieved.

Our overall vision is a South Africa 
where every child has access to 

quality basic education and attends 
a well-resourced school where 

effective teaching and learning is 
taking place across all educational 

phases particularly in gateway 
subjects (Mathematics, the Sciences, 

Accounting and English).
Thandulwazi is well-placed to offer an 
educational intervention programme to:
• Improve the learning and teaching of 
   core subjects for Grade 9 to 12 Learners 
   in Gauteng Province;
• Provide a professional development 
   programme for Teachers in Gauteng 
   Province;
• Develop and train new Intern-Teachers 
   through in-service formal training;  and
• Provide Academic Scholarships to 
   talented FET-phase historically 
   disadvantaged South African  Learners.

FINANCE & GOVERNANCE The Thandulwazi Trust is currently made up of the 
following Trustees:
Mr John Williams (Chairperson)
Mr Tshediso Khuzwayo
Ms Khumo Morolo
Mr Velaphi Gumbi (Head: Thandulwazi Maths and 
Science Academy) 
Ms Celeste Gilardi (Rector: St Stithians College)

The Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy and 
its programmes are 100% donor funded and financial 
transparency is a hallmark where all funds raised go 
directly to the programmes and are used to the 
benefit of the beneficiaries.  
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SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMME

INTERN-TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMME

TEACHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

The Programme provides curriculum enrichment and 
extra tuition to Grade 9 to 12 Learners on Saturday 
mornings; providing additional teaching time to 
them, in order to make up for the sub-optimal 
teaching and learning that is taking place in many 
under-privileged schools around Gauteng Province.  
The programme provides effective teaching for 
Learners from previously disadvantaged communities 
in the core selected subjects of Mathematics, the 
Sciences, Accounting and English. The 2021 Saturday 
School Programme saw 860 Grade 9 to 12 Learners 
registered to make the most of this free opportunity 
that was available to them on a first-come, first-
served basis regardless of their individual academic 
abilities.  Since 1991 more than 11,670 Learners have 
been assisted through this programme.

The training of new Teachers through this programme 
has a special focus on areas of critical teacher 
shortages in the subject areas of Mathematics, the 
Sciences, English and within the Early Childhood 
Development (ECD)/Foundation Phase of Education.  
This in-service formal training provided to Student-
Teachers transform apprentice Teachers into meister 
Teachers.  The programme aims at growing the 
number of Teachers in South Africa and building 
capacity in the broader education sector.  132 Intern-
Teachers have graduated from this programme 
since its inception in 1996 impacting on 3,960 
Learners every year (conservatively based on a class 
size average of 30 Learners and only one class per 
Teacher).  2021 saw us support a total of 45 Intern-
Teachers that are on course to complete their BEd or 
PGCE Teaching qualifications.

Offering a professional development programme 
to assist current Teachers and Practitioners improve 
their teaching skills. This programme focusses on 
the development and up-skilling of Teachers, ECD 
Practitioners and School Leaders currently working 
in Early Childhood Development (ECD) Centres 
and Schools located within Gauteng Province and 
providing professional growth to these educators.  
14,544 Teachers have directly benefitted from this 
programme since 2006, impacting an estimated 
436,320 Learners every year (conservatively based 
on a class size average of 30 Learners and only one 
class per Teacher).  In 2021, 468 Teachers registered 
on a first-come, first-served basis and maximised this 
free opportunity to have their skills sharpened and 
upgraded in the different courses that were presented 
within the programme - ECD Fundamentals, ECD 
Management (UNISA), Grade R Teaching (UNISA), 
Foundation and Intermediate Phase Mathematics 
Teaching (UNISA), and School Leadership.

On a 50/50 partnership with St Stithians College, 
this programme provides academic scholarships to 
talented FET-phase historically disadvantaged South 
African Learners who are currently learning in a school 
environment where they will not be able to optimise 
their talent and affording them an opportunity to be 
placed at St Stithians College which has an excellent 
track record of teaching Mathematics and the 
Sciences.  This programme (subject to the availability 
of dedicated, multi-year funding) provides bursaries 
to talented Mathematics/Science Learners from 
Grade 10 to 12.  To date 17 Academic Scholarships 
have been awarded and 2021 saw five students 
being supported at St Stithians Collge – two boys in 
Grade 10 and 11 at St Stithians Boys’ College; and 
three girls in Grade 10, and 12 at St Stithians Girls’ 
College.

To achieve the objectives of the 
Thandulwazi Maths and Science 
Academy, four main areas of focus have 
been identified:
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 Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy Year-End Programmes Report 
                               Report for the period 01 January 2021 to 31 December 2021 
 
Executive Summary  
“Education is not the learning of facts but the training of the mind to think” – Albert Einstein 

The core philosophy of the Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy is centred on the principle that 
if South Africa is to thrive in a global economy, all Learners must be provided with equal access to 
quality learning and teaching opportunities in the subjects of Mathematics and the Sciences, in an 
ever-changing national, continental and global context. 

It became clear that the COVID-19 pandemic was threatening to challenge this core philosophy of the 
Academy as it exposed glaring disparities between the haves and the have-nots in our country. As it 
had happened in 2020, educational activities in the townships and rural areas of the country came to 
a complete halt in 2021, while the more affluent schools were quick to adapt and started to offer 
online classes. 

The Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy learned some valuable lessons on how to use minimal 
technology to provide effective online tuition during the first wave of the pandemic in 2020.  Once 
again, online live lessons were delivered by subject Heads or delegated Teachers using Zoom as a 
platform, while at the same time learning material was also posted on the subject specific group 
WhatsApp platform for the Thandulwazi Saturday School in 2021. The Academy wasted no time in 
switching to onsite classes when government announced relaxed lockdown periods. Therefore, 
tuition for a total of 20 Saturdays was successfully conducted online together with 10 Saturdays which 
were onsite.  

A significant milestone was that the Academy attracted and reached more Learners than those 
registered when classes were conducted online. This was an indication that Learners were sharing 
their links with friends in their communities, thereby widening the reach of the Academy. The same 
online/onsite approach was used in the Teacher Development programme. 

One can therefore safely say with confidence that, despite all odds, the Academy delivered on its 
founding mandate in a caring, empowering and confidence building manner which encapsulates the 
spirit of Ubuntu In Action.  The four Thandulwazi nation-building, educational upliftment programmes 
strive to provide inclusive education opportunities to Learners, Students and Teachers from all 
communities. The Academy succeeded in delivering this noble goal during the 2021 academic year. 

It is our pleasure to share with you the 2021 year-end report of the Academy, highlighting the 
successes and challenges experienced in the four educational programmes.  
 
Should you have any queries about the programmes or if further information is required, please do 
not hesitate to be in touch. 

 

_________________________ 
Head of School: Velaphi Gumbi 
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The continued threat posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic to the basic 

education sector in South Africa remains 
unsettling to the sector and to the 
Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy.  
In response to the second wave of the 
pandemic the 2021 academic calendar 
was adjusted by the Department of Basic 
Education, seeing the opening of public 
schools only taking place in mid-February 
2021.  This delay in the start of the academic 
year brought a lot of anxiety to Teachers, 
Parents and Learners across the country. 
However, the Academy continued to be a 
beacon of hope and light during this time 
with the commencement of all programmes 
before the opening of public schools, 
providing a head start to those Learners 
and Teachers that successfully registered for 
their respective Programmes at the end of 
2020 and in January 2021. 

As the Thandulwazi Maths and Science 
Academy’s programmes started gaining 
momentum for the year, so did the COVID-19 
infection rates in Gauteng, with the Delta 
variant showing signs of another stricter 
lockdown announcement being imminent.  
The Academy proactively responded by 
moving the Saturday School and Teacher 
Development Programmes online, utilising 
the established online distance learning 
(ODL) resources and platforms to ensure 
that the four programmes were not 
interrupted, placing the health and safety of 
all beneficiaries and staff at the forefront of 
the decision. 

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
South Africa in 2020 most certainly assisted 

the Thandulwazi Maths and Science 
Academy to be prepared for the 2021 
academic year through the various lessons 
learnt in adapting quickly to an education 
environment that changed abruptly.  In all 
programmes, but more specifically in the 
Saturday School and Teacher Development 
Programmes, the Academy successfully 
implemented the on-site-online hybrid 
teaching and facilitation model which 
made it possible to continue providing 
contact-sessions regardless of the lockdown 
restrictions.  In fact, in 2021 the plan was to 
provide 40% of the Saturday School classes 
online, however with the onset of the third 
wave, the Academy was in a position to 
easily change this to 60% of the year’s 
classes without upsetting the programme’s 
academic planning for the year.



10

Following the delayed release of the 2020 
National Senior Certificate Examination 

results by the Department of Basic 
Education, the Thandulwazi Maths and 
Science Academy eventually obtained the 
2020 Saturday School Programme’s Grade 
12 Learners’ results.  Below is a comparative 
results analysis for the Saturday School 
Learners who wrote the 2019 vs the 2020 
National Senior Certificate Examinations:

While the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted 
education processes, the intervention by 
the Academy clearly assisted the beneficiary 
Learners, as the analysis of the results of 
the 2020 Thandulwazi Saturday School 
Grade 12 Learners who wrote the National 
Senior Certificate Examinations show.  It 
is encouraging that, while the overall pass 
percentage of 87.8% is lower than that of 
2019 (91.6%), the quality of the results has 
improved with 54.8% of the Learners passing 
with a Bachelors.  The overall performance of 
the Learners (87.8%) and the percentage of 
Learners who passed with Bachelor passes 
(54.8%) is higher than the National  results 
and the top two performing Provinces in the 
country. 

2020 MATRIC RESULTS
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The Table above shows the comparison of the Thandulwazi 2020 Grade 12 Saturday School 
Learners’ results in this regard: 



12

However, with the onset of online classes 
Learners attending contact sessions 
increased beyond the registered 860 
beneficiary Learners to just above 1,200 
due to the fact that registered beneficiary 
Learners shared the log-in details and 
WhatsApp Group details with their friends 
and family members who then also join in 
to gain access to the extra tuition being 
provided by the Thandulwazi Maths and 

A total of 860 Grade 9 to 12 Learners (68% 
female and 32% male) were registered in 
December 2020 and January 2021, 140 
less than the targeted number of 1000. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this is the 
first time that registration was done fully 
online and it might have contributed to the 
drop in Grade 9 registered Learners. This, 
together with the fact that public schools 
only opened in the middle of February 
2021, after the school calendar had to be 
amended for the second wave lockdown 
regulations and schools were focussed on 

2021 SATURDAY SCHOOL PROGRAMME

their own start and recovery of already lost 
time in the academic year, probably meant 
that Learners were not in “school-mode” 
when Thandulwazi Registrations were open 
and schools were focused on their own start 
and recovery of time already lost in the 
academic year. The Table below shows the 
demographic distribution of the registered 
beneficiary Learners:
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Science Academy’s Saturday School 
Programme. 
The Thandulwazi Maths and Science 
Academy has successfully implemented 
the on-site/on-line hybrid model for the 
Saturday School contact classes.   
The programme conducted 30 contact 
sessions between January 2021 and October 
2021, with 10 sessions being hosted on-site 
and 20 online using both the Zoom and 
WhatsApp platforms.   
Online lessons are presented by the subject 
HODs or a delegated subject specialist 
Teacher on Zoom, while at the same 
time learning material is also posted on 
WhatsApp where a dedicated tutor interacts 
with the Learners.  The WhatsApp platform 
has proved to be popular with the Learners 
due to the fact that it is light on data usage 

and allows the Learners to access posted 
material and engage with their Thandulwazi 
Teachers in the form of questions and 
answers beyond the Saturday contact 
sessions. 
A remarkable increase in the attendance of 
Grade 10 and 11 Learners have been seen in 
both the on-site and online contact sessions 
in 2021.  This is attributed to the tendency 
of schools to focus more on teaching Grade 
12 Learners to catch-up on their curriculum 
in preparation to pass the National Senior 
Certificate Examinations, neglecting the 
focus that should be on the other Grades as 
well.  The decline in the Grade 12 Learners’ 
attendance coincides with the Gauteng 
Department of Education’s compulsory 
Grade 12 catch-up programme conducted 
in all public schools.  However, the 
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Thandulwazi Grade 12 Learners still benefit 
immensely from the WhatsApp platform 
during the week, where they continue to 
post questions for the Thandulwazi Teachers 
to assist them.  This was especially prominent 
during the Preliminary Examinations period 
where engagements on this group increased 
exponentially as the examinations drew 
near.  The remaining four contact sessions 
during October 2021 were  dedicated to 
intense revision for all Grades in order to 
assist Learners in preparing for their final 
year examinations.  A total number of 168 
Thandulwazi Grade 12 Learners wrote the 
National Senior Certificate Examinations.
These Learners were provided with additional 
support on the WhatsApp platform in the 
weeks leading up to their Mathematics, 
Sciences and Accounting Examinations.

Saturday School Programme

Pictures
ofLearners 
in class 
during on-site 
lessons



15

Saturday School Programme

ONLINE CONTACT SESSIONS
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Each beneficiary Learner in the Thandulwazi 
Saturday School Programme is provided with 
textbooks in each of the offered subjects.  
The Learners use these textbooks during 
their contact sessions, but the Thandulwazi 
Maths and Science Academy has also come 
to know that the Learners also take these 
learning resources back to their own schools 
for their Teachers and fellow Learners to 
also benefit from them during the week and 
in their study groups.

In a quest to strengthen the performance 
of Grade 12 Saturday School Learners in 
the subjects of Mathematics and Physical 
Sciences, the Academy has made extra 
tuition time available through the adoption 
of two additional offerings: evening classes 
and once-a-week homework sessions.   
The evening classes were hosted by the 
Thandulwazi Subject Heads and consist 
of hour-long live online lessons in each of 
the two subjects conducted on Zoom and 
WhatsApp during selected evenings.   
The Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy 

Saturday School Programme

TEXTBOOK DISTRIBUTION

ADDITIONAL TUITION AND PREVIOUS EXAM 
QUESTION PAPERS PRACTICE SESSIONS 

partnered with Tutroom, an organization of 
young people with an interest in Maths and 
Science, to send practice questions (taken 
from previous examination question papers) 
to Grade 12 Learners once a week.  Upon 
receiving each Learner’s answers, their 
work is immediately marked and feedback 
is provided to both the Learners and their 
Parents.  The Learners’ performance was 
recorded for the Thandulwazi HODs and 
Teachers to also keep track of their progress. 
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The Fidelity Foundation NPC requested the 
additional partnership of the Thandulwazi 
Maths and Science Academy to assist with 
the provision of a Thandulwazi Saturday 
School Programme through the Oliver’s 
Village Community Centre located in Benoni, 
thereby creating a three-way collaboration 
funded by Fidelity Foundation NPC.   
The programme saw the provision of extra 
tuition Saturday contact classes by the 
Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy 
for Oliver’s Village Community Centre to 
21 (instead of the planned for 40) Grade 12 
Mathematics and Physical Sciences Learners 
from partner public schools located around 
Oliver’s Village.   
Through the dedicated funding provided by 
the Fidelity Foundation NPC, two dedicated 
Teachers (one Mathematics Teacher and 
one Physical Sciences Teachers) and subject 
workbooks were provided for the delivery of 
the contact sessions at the Centre and the 
Learners were included in the Thandulwazi 
on-line contact sessions on Zoom and 
WhatsApp. 

Saturday School Programme

FIDELITY FOUNDATION NPC OLIVER’S VILLAGE 
GRADE 12 SATURDAY SCHOOL 
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Baseline assessments are administered at 
the beginning of the academic year and used 
to determine the knowledge level of the 
beneficiary Learners, assist the Thandulwazi 
Teachers  to plan their lessons appropriately 
and allows the Academy to track their 
academic progress throughout the year. The 
2021 baseline assessments were delayed 
due to the late start of the public schools 
owing to lockdown restrictions, resulting in 
low attendance numbers at the beginning 
of the Saturday School Programme as 
Learners were easing into their academic 

BASELINE ASSESSMENTS

Saturday School Programme

year much later than normal.  The intention 
with the delay was to ensure that there was 
a good representative sample of all Learner 
beneficiaries to write the assessments, with 
the Grade 9 and 12 Learners writing their 
assessments on 20 February 2021 and the 
Grade 10 and 11 Learners on 6 March 2021. 
Below are graphs of a sample of students 
who wrote baseline assessments to 
determine the level of knowledge for each 
Grade on each subject:  
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The performance of the Learners in 
the baseline assessments exposes the 
worrysome state of the level of knowledge 
they have in Mathematics, the Sciences, 
Accounting and English at the beginning 
of the 2021 academic year, where they 
face their new Grades during a time where 
the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly 
weakened an already underperforming 
education system to the detriment of 
Learners across the country and around the 
world.  Throughout the Saturday School’s 

Saturday School Programme

Grades the majority of Learners performance 
in the offered subject range between 0 and 
59% (Level 1 and Level 4), with the exception 
of Grade 9 English which stands out with a 
spike of Learners achieving between 70 and 
79% (Level 6).  The aim of the Thandulwazi 
Maths and Science Academy is to see the 
majority of Learners achieving at Level 3 
and above (40% - 100%) through the various 
interventions implemented in the Saturday 
School Programme.
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2020 UNISA Teacher Development Programme Results 

The final 2020 UNISA results were received for those Thandulwazi Teacher Development 
Teacher Beneficiaries that were registered in the UNISA courses: 

Teacher Development Programme

2020 THANDULWAZI-UNISA TEACHER 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME RESULTS

The final 2020 UNISA results for the Thandulwazi Teacher Development Programme 
were received as follows:
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Teacher Development Programme
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A total number of 9 workshops were conducted for the UNISA registered teachers 
between January and September 2021 utilising the on-site-online hybrid model.  5 
Workshops were conducted on-site and 4 online as contact sessions had to be adapted 
with COVID-19 lockdown restrictions.  The graph below shows the attendance of these 9 
sessions by all fourteen groups:

The Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy recruited and registered 468 Teachers, 
ECD Practitioners and School Leaders to take part in the following courses: 
•   School Leadership (30 School Leaders)
•   UNISA ECD Management (35 ECD Practitioners)
•   UNISA Grade R Teaching (35 Teachers)
•   UNISA Mathematics Teaching in Foundation, Intermediate and Senior Phase (18   
    Teachers)
•   ECD Fundamentals (350 ECD Practitioners)

The demographic representation of the registered Teachers are as follows:

Teacher Development Programme

2021 TEACHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
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Teachers registered in UNISA courses 
experienced minimal challenges in 
submitting their assignments and portfolios 
online this year as compared to 2020.  
The IT-Training support provided by St 
Stithians College alumni and their friends 
from Tshwane University of Technology 
certainly empowered the Teachers with 
the necessary skills to manage their online 
course requirements.   

The teachers registered in the ECD 
Fundamental Course successfully   
completed their 12 well planned sessions. 
The School Leadership group received 10 
CPTD points from SACE for completing the 
prescribed work, which includes the Five 
Pillars of the Quality School Programme.

Teacher Development Programme
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Teacher Development Programme
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Teacher Development Programme

It became evident that the UNISA 
registered teachers were not confident nor 
familiar with the IT skills required to cope 
with their studies during the COVID-19 
Pandemic and lockdown measures in 
2020. In response to this identified gap, 
Teachers were the Thandulwazi Maths and 
Science Academy partnered with senior 
IT Students from the Tshwane University 
of Technology, through the leadership 
of an Old Stithian, to train the UNISA 
Grade R Teaching and ECD Management 
Course Teachers on basic computer skills. 
It is hoped that this training will assist the 
Teachers to confidently access and submit 
their assignments and portfolios online as 
UNISA has become a paperless University 
from January 2021 due to the pandemic. 

IT SKILLS TRAINING

Thank you to Timothy Basson, James 
McPhail, Aimee Turner, Jaedon van 
Schalkwyk and John Mackintosh from 
Tshwane University of Technology 
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Intern Teacher Programme

The Academy has a total of 45 Intern-
Teachers for the 2021 academic year. 

A total of 21 were returning interns that 
were continuing with their BEd and PGCE 
qualifications and 24 were new recruits for 
the Thandulwazi Intern-Teacher Training 
Programme. Three of the 24 new intern 
teachers were supported by the South 

African Mathematics and Science Teacher 
Intern Programme (SAMSTIP), an initiative 
of the Independent Schools Association 
of Southern Africa (ISASA), in partnership 
with the Thandulwazi Maths and Science 
Academy.  The Table below shows the 
demographic details of the intern teachers:
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The 45 Intern-Teachers have registered for a 
combined total of 411 year modules in 2021 
and were busy with their end-of-year 
examinations.  11 Intern-Teachers were in 
their final year of studies and graduated at 
the end of 2021; as such only 18 new Intern-

All the Thandulwazi Intern-Teachers are 
deployed to the five on-campus schools of 
St Stithians College based on their chosen 
University Course (BEd or PGCE), education 

phase and subject area of specialization. 
Each Intern-Teacher is allocated to an 
experienced St Stithians College Teacher as 
a Mentor. 

Teachers will be recruited for the 2022 intake.  
Interviews are currently being conducted 
with the short-listed candidates, selected 
out of the 1753 applications received. 

Intern Teacher Programme
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All three of the Academic Scholarship 
Students that matriculated at the end 

of 2020 were able to obtain bursaries for 
their tertiary studies.  Lindiwe Mabanga is 
studying a BSc in Biomedical Engineering at 
WITS with the assistance of a private family 
trust; Jr Lindelani Malunga is studying a BSc 

Academic Scholarship Programme

2020 ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME
in Business Sciences at UCT with a bursary 
from Deloitte; and Wayne Ndlovu is taking 
on his BCom Economic Management at the 
University of Pretoria with the support of a 
private family trust.  
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Academic Scholarship Programme

The active participation of the five 
Thandulwazi Academic Scholarship Students 
in both academic and extra-curricular 
activities at the St Stithians Boys’ and 
Girls’ Colleges, and their ability to secure 
bursaries to take on their tertiary studies 
and pave the way for them achieving their 
career goals, indicates that the Academy is 
successful with the recruitment process of 

2021 ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME
this programme.  The Academic Scholarship 
Programme had 2 students in Grade 12 
placed in Girls’ College; 1 Grade 11 student 
in Boys’ College; and 2 new students, a 
boy and a girl,  joining the programme in 
Grade 10.  The beneficiary demographic 
breakdown is as follows:

The Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy appointed three Thandulwazi Intern-
Teachers to assist all of the Thandulwazi Academic Scholarship Students with additional 
academic support and tutorial sessions in the subjects they were struggling with.  Cassidy  
also received additional support from the Intern-Teachers and the Girls’ College in order 
for her to realise her goal of obtaining a 90% average in her 2021 IEB National Senior 
Certificate Examinations. 
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Academic Scholarship Programme

Cassidy Arendse (Grade 12, St Stithians 
Girls’ College) was awarded the Dux Scholar 
Award and achieved an Honours Summa 
Cum Laude in the IEB Senior Certificate 
Examinations and was accepted into WITS 
for an MBChB

Lethabo Aphane (Grade 12, St Stithians 
Girls’ College) achieved a 71.43% overall 
average in the IEB Senior Certificate 
Examinations

Wandile Kunene (Grade 11, St Stithians 
Boys’ College) achieved an overall average 
of 78% for 2021.

Refilwe Malatse (Grade 10, St Stithians 
Girls’ College) achieved an overall average 
of 74% for this year. 

Thomas Madidimalo (Grade 10, St Stithians 
Boys’ College) achieved an overall average 
of 83% in 2021. 
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While the COVID-19 pandemic remains a threat to all socio-economic activities in 
the country and around the word, it is pleasing to report that the Thandulwazi Trust 

Maths and Science Academy was able to implement all its planned activities in all four 
programmes to the absolute benefit of our 2021 Learner and Teacher Beneficiaries. 
The dedication displayed by the Teachers, Tutors, Facilitators, Academy Staff Members 
and the extra support received from various stakeholders and partners, gives us hope for 
the future of education in our country. 

The Thandulwazi Trust Maths and Science Academy remains agile and proactive in provid-
ing solutions to emerging challenges presented to the four educational upliftment pro-
grammes by the COVID-19 pandemic, and the economic climate in South Africa which is 
affecting fundraising efforts.  It is with the support and partnership of all our Thandulwazi 
Donors that make it possible for us to continue making a world of difference to one and 
all through education.   

Thank you for providing hope and light to all our Thandulwazi beneficiaries, it is an hon-
our to have you as our supporter and partner.  We invite you to follow the Thandulwazi 
Maths and Science Academy’s programmes on all of our social media platforms and to 
come and visit us when our programmes are active on-site in order for you to see what a 
difference your valued donations make to all of the beneficiaries that you support. 

Kind Regards

Velaphi Gumbi  
Head  
Thandulwazi Maths and 
Science Academy

Charné Haak Fundraising 
Manager

Conclusion
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THANDULWAZI TRUST
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The Thandulwazi Maths and Science 
Academy and its programmes are 100% 
donor funded and financial transparency is a 
hallmark where all funds raised go directly to 
the programmes and are used to the benefit 
of the beneficiaries.  The Thandulwazi 
Finance Committee is chaired by Mr 
Tshediso Khuzwayo (CA).  An annual budget 
is prepared for the Thandulwazi Maths and 
Science Academy for each programme and 
submitted to the Trustees for approval on 
an annual basis.  Any surplus funds that 
remain, once all expenses have been paid 
within the financial year-end are allocated 
towards the cost of the programmes in the 
following year.  The Thandulwazi Trust’s 
financial year, end is 31 December; and 
PwC Inc are the appointed auditors that 
complete an audit of the annual financials 
in March the following year.
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Thandulwazi Trust 
(Registration number: IT3025/2010) 
Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2021 

Trustees' Approval and Statement of Responsibility 

The Trustees of the Thandulwazi Trust are required to maintain adequate accounting records and are responsible for the 
content and integrity of the annual financial statements and related financial information included in this report. It is their 
responsibility to ensure that the annual financial statements fairly present the state of affairs of the Thandulwazi Trust as at the 
end of the financial year and the results of its operations and cash flows for the period then ended. 

The annual financial statements are prepared in accordance with the basis of accounting as described in the accounting 
policies and are based upon accounting policies consistently applied and supported by reasonable and prudent judgements 
and estimates. 

The Trustees acknowledge that they are ultimately responsible for the system of internal financial control established and place 
considerable importance on maintaining a strong control environment. To enable the Trustees to meet these responsibilities, 
standards for internal control aimed at reducing the risk of error or loss in a cost effective manner. The standards include the 
proper delegation of responsibilities within a clearly defined framework, effective accounting procedures and adequate 
segregation of duties to ensure an acceptable level of risk. These controls are monitored and all employees are required to 
maintain the highest ethical standards in ensuring that the Thandulwazi Trust's business is conducted in a manner that in all 
reasonable circumstances is above reproach. 

The Trustees are of the opinion, based on the information and explanations given by management, that the system of internal 
control provides reasonable assurance that the financial records may be relied on for the preparation of the annual financial 
statements. However, any system of internal financial control can provide only reasonable, and not absolute, assurance 
against material misstatement or loss. 

The Trustees are responsible for the controls over, and the security of the website, and where applicable, for establishing and 
controlling the process for electronically distributing annual reports and other financial information to stakeholders and to other 
stakeholders. 

The Trustees have reviewed the Thandulwazi Trust's cash flow forecast for the the next 12 months, in the light of this review 
and the current financial position, they are satisfied that the Thandulwazi Trust has access to adequate resources to continue 
in operational existence for the foreseeable future. 

The external auditor is responsible for auditing and reporting on the Thandulwazi Trust's annual financial statements. The 
annual financial statements have been examined by the company's external auditor and their report is presented on pages 34 - 
36. 

The external auditor was given unrestricted access to all financial records and related data, including minutes of all meetings of 
Trustees. The Trustees believe that all representations made to the independent auditor during their audit are valid and 
appropriate. 

The Trustees report on pages 32 - 33 and the annual financial statements set out on pages 37 to 40 were approved by 
the Trustees on 05 August 2022 and were signed on their behalf by: 

M•VEGumbl M,� 

2 

TRUSTEES’ APPROVAL AND STATEMENT OF 
RESPONSIBILITY
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PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc., 4 Lisbon Lane, Waterfall City, Jukskei View, 2090
Private Bag X36, Sunninghill, 2157, South Africa
T: +27 (0) 11 797 4000, F: +27 (0) 11 209 5800, www.pwc.co.za

Chief Executive Officer: L S Machaba
The Company's principal place of business is at 4 Lisbon Lane, Waterfall City, Jukskei View, where a list of directors' names is available for inspection.
Reg. no. 1998/012055/21, VAT reg.no. 4950174682.

Independent auditor’s report
To the Trustees of Thandulwazi Trust

Our opinion

In our opinion, the financial statements of Thandulwazi Trust (the Trust) for the year ended 31
December 2021 are prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the basis of accounting
described in note 1 to the financial statements.

What we have audited

Thandulwazi Trust’s financial statements set out on pages 37 to 40 comprise:

 the statement of financial position as at 31 December 2021;

 the statement of surplus or deficit and other comprehensive income for the year then ended;

 the statement of changes in trust capital for the year then ended;

 the statement of cash flows for the year then ended; and

 the notes to the financial statements, which include a summary of significant accounting
policies.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISAs). Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the
audit of the financial statements section of our report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our opinion.

Independence

We are independent of the Trust in accordance with the Independent Regulatory Board for Auditors’
Code of Professional Conduct for Registered Auditors (IRBA Code) and other independence
requirements applicable to performing audits of financial statements in South Africa. We have fulfilled
our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the IRBA Code and in accordance with other
ethical requirements applicable to performing audits in South Africa. The IRBA Code is consistent with
the corresponding sections of the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants’ International
Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including International Independence Standards).

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
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Emphasis of Matter – Basis of Accounting

We draw attention to note 1 to the financial statements, which describes the basis of accounting. The
financial statements are prepared in accordance with the trust’s own accounting policies to satisfy the
financial information needs of the trust’s trustees. As a result, the financial statements may not be
suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.

Other information

The trustees are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information
included in the document titled “Thandulwazi Trust Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 31
December 2021”. The other information does not include the financial statements and our auditor’s
report thereon.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express an
audit opinion or any form of assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other
information identified above and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially
inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears
to be materially misstated.

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this
other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard.

Responsibilities of the trustees for the financial statements

The trustees are responsible for the preparation of these financial statements in accordance with the
basis of accounting described in note 1 to the financial statements and for determining that the basis
of preparation is acceptable in the circumstances and for such internal control as the trustees
determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the trustees are responsible for assessing the Trust’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the
going concern basis of accounting unless the trustees either intend to liquidate the Trust or to cease
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that
an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
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aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on
the basis of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgement and maintain
professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due
to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from
error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the
override of internal control.

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of the Trust’s internal control.

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the trustees.

 Conclude on the appropriateness of the trustees’ use of the going concern basis of accounting
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to
events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Trust’s ability to continue as a
going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw
attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such
disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit
evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions
may cause the Trust to cease to continue as a going concern.

We communicate with the trustees regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of
the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we
identify during our audit.

PricewaterhouseCoopers Inc. 
Director: AM Pillay 
Registered Auditor 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
16 August 2022

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AT
31 DECEMBER 2021



40

STATEMENT OF SURPLUS OR DEFICIT AND OTHER
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN TRUST CAPITAL
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STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
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ACCOUNTING POLICIES
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NOTES TO THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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Charné Haak 
Fundraising Manager
011 577 6193    
chaak@stithian.com
fundraising@thandulwazi.com 

Deirdre Lister   
Fundraising Assistant    
011 577 6108 
dlister@stithian.com
fundraising@thandulwazi.com   

Contact Us

Trust Registration No. IT No: 3025/2010
PBO Number: 930037387
NPO Number: 099/707
Banking details:
Thandulwazi Trust
Standard Bank of SA Limited
Account No. 221043209
Bank Code: 018105

Postal Address:      Private Bag 2, Randburg 2125
Physical Address:      40 Peter Place, Lyme Park 
             Johannesburg

www.thandulwazi.com

Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy

TeamThandulwazi

Team_Thandulwazi

Thandulwazi Maths and Science Academy
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